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employed or discontented workmen who joined the Communists, seized factories and committed acts of sabotage. The Government claimed to have restored order, but this was not the view of Signor Mussolini, an able and ambitious man (himself an ex-Socialist), who saw his opportunity in the general unrest to sweep the politicians away, and install a new nrpe of government. Bolshevism, in his view, had to be fought with its own weapons; the slow and confused movements of Parliaments and electorates were altogether unequal to an emergency which demanded quick and ruthless action. He therefore proceeded to organize young men into bands of " black-shirts " who took the law into their own hands and waged a private war with Communists and syndicalists. There was much savagery and many casualties on both sides, but more important in its permanent results was the helplessness of the lawful Government which, having remained a spectator of this feud, fell an easy victim when Mussolini marched on Rome at the head of his black-shirts (October, 1922). Within a few months lie had made a clean sweep of parliamentary institutions and set up a Fascist dictatorship which, while inverting the objects, employed many of the methods of Communism. Both the Russian and the Italian dictators derided Liberalism, extinguished the liberties of the press, proclaimed their own supporters to be the only party in the State, killed, deported or imprisoned their opponents, and forbade all trade unions or organizations of workmen, except under the control of the State, A special method of the Italians was to dose their opponents with castor oil, which added a touch of ignominy to their fate.
There was no doubt that Mussolini succeeded in disciplining the Italian people.    He cleaned up the streets, made the railways run to time, abolished beggars, suppressed secret societies, instituted useful public works, and made a brave outward show, which had led many visitors to the country to testify to the virtues of Fascism.   Whether he has increased the w*^1' and happiness of his country, or reconciled its ™ the submission which his system requires, are o" can scarcely be answered in the afescnr- ^f other free  institutions, which would to be made known.   In judging theseT   n                                                                                                                                                                             *'"""1^»»'»PV»»f!«T»iW»»"i '"it was supported by 106 Liberal members.
